Finding a Permanent
Apartment (Unbefristeter
Mietvertrag)

Executive Summary

Berlin's rental market is one of Europe's most competitive. The city has consistently missed
construction targets (only ~16,000 of 20,000 units built in 2023), while population growth
continues. Each apartment listing receives an average of 127 inquiries. The median asking rent
stands at €13-18/m? (Kaltmiete), varying widely by district. As a Filipino expat, you will face
additional hurdles: potential name-based discrimination, lack of German credit history (Schufa),
and possible language barriers. This guide covers everything from understanding contract types to
practical strategies for success, with specific advice for non-German applicants.

Realistic timeline: 1-6 months for a permanent (unbefristet) lease. Most newcomers use
temporary furnished housing first while searching.
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1. Understanding the Berlin Rental
Market

Contract Types

PREFERRED Unbefristeter Mietvertrag

Open-ended / permanent lease. No fixed end date. The tenant can terminate with 3 months'
notice. The landlord needs a valid legal reason (e.g., Eigenbedarf — personal use) to terminate,
and notice periods range from 3 to 9 months depending on tenancy length.

This is the standard and most desirable contract type in Germany. It gives tenants maximum
stability and legal protection.

CAUTION Befristeter Mietvertrag

Fixed-term lease. Has a specific end date. Landlords may only legally issue these for valid
reasons stated in the agreement (e.qg., planned personal use, renovation). Without a valid reason,
courts may convert it to an unlimited contract.

Cannot usually be terminated early by either party. Less common and often illegal if the landlord
cannot justify the fixed term.

Rent Components

Term German What It Covers Typical Range



Cold Rent Kaltmiete (KM)

Ancillary Costs Nebenkosten (NK)

Warm Rent Warmmiete (WM)

Not Included —

Deposit (Kaution)

Base rent only — landlord's
income. Determines deposit
amount and
Mietpreisbremse
calculations.

Heating, water, trash,
building insurance,
property tax, cleaning,
caretaker. Avg.
€3.56/m?/year (2024).
Landlords cannot profit
from these.

Kaltmiete + Nebenkosten =
your total monthly payment
to the landlord.

Electricity (€40-80/mo),
internet (€35-50/mo),
Rundfunkbeitrag / GEZ
TV license (€18.36/mo),
home contents insurance
(€2-12/mo).

Maximum: 3 months of Kaltmiete (legally capped)
Payment: Can be split into 3 equal monthly installments
Storage: Must be held in a separate, interest-bearing escrow account (

Mietkautionskonto), segregated from landlord's assets

reconciliation

Upfront Cash Needed

€8-22/m?

€2-4/m?

€10-26/m?

€100-170/mo

Return: Within 3-6 months after move-out, after damage assessment and utility

Alternative: Kautionsversicherung (deposit insurance) instead of cash

Budget for roughly 4 months' rent upfront: 1 month advance rent + 3 months deposit. For a
€1,200/mo apartment, that is €4,800 before you even furnish the place (many Berlin apartments

come unfurnished — no kitchen, no lights).

2. Main Platforms & Search

Channels

Primary Apartment Portals



Platform

ImmobilienScout24

Kleinanzeigen (ex-eBay)

Immowelt

Immonet

WG-Gesucht

Type

Biggest portal

Classifieds

Portal

Portal

Shared flats / WG

Notes

Must-use Premium (€30/mo) highly
recommended — messages sent
before free users, more visibility.
Called "ImmoScout" colloquially.

Must-use Largest classifieds site.
Many private landlords list here. Good
for direct landlord contact.

Second-largest dedicated portal.
Worth checking daily.

Merged with Immowelt but still
operates separately.

Best for shared apartments. Highly
competitive. Also has full apartments.

Furnished / Short-Term (Stepping Stone

Strategy)

Platform

Wunderflats

HousingAnywhere

Spotahome

Homelike

Notes

Furnished, verified. No Schufa required. Allows Anmeldung.
~60% more expensive than unfurnished.

Most reliable for newcomers. Payment held until move-in.

Verified landlords.

Verified listings with virtual tours. Good for pre-arrival

booking.

Business-oriented furnished rentals.

State-Owned Housing Companies

These are generally more tenant-friendly, fairer in selection, and often below market rate. Apply

directly on their websites:

e Degewo
e GESOBAU

e Gewobag

e HOWOGE


https://www.immobilienscout24.de
https://www.kleinanzeigen.de
https://www.immowelt.de
https://www.immonet.de
https://www.wg-gesucht.de
https://www.wunderflats.com
https://housinganywhere.com
https://www.spotahome.com
https://www.homelike.com
https://www.degewo.de
https://www.gesobau.de
https://www.gewobag.de
https://www.howoge.de

e Stadt und Land

e WBM

Use inberlinwohnen.de to search all six companies simultaneously.

Other Channels

e Facebook Groups: "WG, Zimmer und Wohnung in Berlin" (125K+ members), "Rent a flat
in Berlin", "Berlin LONG TERM rooms/flats", "Expatriates in Berlin"

e Telegram: @berlinflatsbot (free automated alerts)

e Automation bots: Flathunters (free), immonotify, Homeboy, Immobilien Bot (paid)

e Direct Hausverwaltung contact: Look up property management companies and
contact them directly for unlisted units

e Networking: Ask colleagues, employer message boards, Filipino community groups,
church communities. Many apartments are passed on through personal connections and
never listed publicly.

3. Required Documents

Pro Tip: Prepare Your "Bewerbungsmappe" (Application Folder)

Combine everything into a single, well-formatted PDF named YourName Bewerbung Address.pdf . Have
it ready before you even start looking. Bring printed copies to every viewing.

Document German Name Details Priority

Schufa Credit Report Schufa-Bonitatsauskunft @ Must be <2 months old. Essential
Paid version (€29.95)
preferred by landlords. See

Section 4.

Proof of Income Einkommensnachweis Last 3 payslips OR signed Essential
employment contract
showing salary. Self-
employed: last tax return (
Steuerbescheid).

ID / Passport Personalausweis / Passport copy + Essential
Reisepass residence/work permit

copy.


https://www.stadtundland.de
https://www.wbm.de
https://inberlinwohnen.de

Rental Debt-Free Certificate = Mietschuldenfreiheits Letter from previous Important
bescheinigung landlord confirming you
owe no rent. If first time in
Germany, explain the
situation and provide
equivalent from home
country if available.

Tenant Self-Disclosure Mieterselbstauskunft Standard form covering Important
employment, income, pets,
household size, rental
history. Often provided by
landlord at viewing.

Liability Insurance Haftpflichtversicherung Proof of personal liability Helpful
insurance (~€5-10/mo).
Signals responsibility. Very
common in Germany.

Cover Letter Anschreiben Brief letter about yourself: Helpful
who you are, what you do,
why you want the
apartment. In German if
possible.

Employer Reference — Letter from employer Helpful
confirming employment
and income. Useful
especially when payslips
are not yet available.

Guarantor Letter Mietburgschaft If income is borderline, a Helpful
guarantor (employer, family
member, or Burge) can
strengthen the application.

Income Requirement

Landlords typically require your monthly net income to be at least 3x the Kaltmiete. For an
apartment with €900 KM, you need to show at least €2,700 net/month. Immigration authorities
may also reject residence permits if rent exceeds affordability thresholds.

4. How to Get a Schufa as a
Foreigner

Schufa is Germany's primary credit reporting agency. It is a private company — it only knows what
other companies report. When you first arrive in Germany, you have no Schufa record at all,
which is actually better than having a bad one.



Step-by-Step: Building Your Schufa

1. Register your address (Anmeldung) at the Burgeramt. This is a prerequisite for
everything else.

2. Open a German bank account. This creates a Schufa record within ~7 days. Use N26,
Deutsche Bank, Commerzbank, or Sparkasse. Foreign banks (Wise, Revolut) do NOT
create Schufa records.

3. Wait 1-2 weeks for the record to appear in the system.

4. Request your Schufa report. See options below.

Free vs. Paid Schufa Report

Free: Datenkopie

e One free copy per year (legal right)

e Arrives by post in 5-7 days

e Contains personal data that must be censored before sharing
e Harder to read; some landlords reject it

e Request at schufa.de = "Datenkopie"

Paid: Bonitatsauskunft (€29.95)

e Available immediately as PDF

e Clean, landlord-friendly format

e Requires ID verification (video/phone)

e Strongly recommended for apartment hunting
e A score above 95% is considered good

What If You Have No Schufa History?

A blank Schufa is common for newcomers and is generally acceptable. Landlords understand the
situation. To compensate:

e Provide bank statements showing regular income and savings

o Offer a larger deposit (up to the legal max of 3 months)

e Get a guarantor (Burge) — your employer or a German-based contact
e Provide an employer reference letter


https://www.schufa.de

e Show credit reports from your home country (translated if possible)

Furnished Rentals: The Schufa Bypass

Platforms like HousingAnywhere, Spotahome, and Wunderflats rarely require Schufa. Use these
for temporary housing while you build your credit history and search for a permanent lease.

5. The Application & Viewing
Process

How It Works

1. Set up alerts on all platforms. Desirable listings disappear within minutes to hours.
Speed is everything. ImmoScout24 Premium sends you listings before free users.

2. Send a brief, compelling inquiry in German. Include: your name, occupation, salary
range, household size, move-in date, and why you are interested. Do NOT send all
documents yet — this annoys landlords.

3. Receive a viewing invitation (Besichtigungstermin). Most are group viewings (
Massenbesichtigung) with 20-40+ people. Some are private. Respond and confirm
immediately.

4. Attend the viewing. Dress professionally (treat it like a job interview). Arrive early. Bring
printed copies of all documents. Be friendly and show genuine interest in the apartment.

5. Submit your application. Hand over your Bewerbungsmappe at the viewing or email
the combined PDF immediately after. Speed matters — submit the same day.

6. Wait for a decision. Can take days to weeks. Silence usually means rejection. Follow up
once after 3-5 days with a polite email reaffirming your interest.

7. Sign the contract. Review carefully (see Section 8). Consider having a Mieterverein
review it before signing.

8. Handover protocol (Wohnungsubergabeprotokoll). Document every scratch, stain,
and flaw. Photograph everything. Record all meter readings. Both parties sign.

Realistic Expectations

Expect to send 50-200+ inquiries to get 5-15 viewings to receive 1-3 offers. This process is a
full-time job for weeks or months. The average search takes 1-6 months.

Landlord Preferences (What They Look
For)



Based on multiple sources, landlords generally prefer applicants in this order:

e wNH

Couples without children (double income, stable)
Single childless professionals

Families with children

Retirees

Students, single parents, WG residents (weakest)

Self-employed applicants struggle significantly. Landlords also tend to avoid tenants they perceive
as "knowing their rights" (lawyers, government workers), though this is illegal discrimination.

6

. Tips to Stand Out as an

Applicant

Do

Write in German. Even imperfect German shows effort and signals you will integrate.
Use DeepL or ChatGPT to translate.

Respond within minutes of a listing going live. Set up alerts on all platforms.

Call, don't just email. Phone contact dramatically increases response rates.

Get ImmoScout24 Premium (€30/mo). Your messages reach landlords before free
users.

Dress professionally for viewings — business casual minimum.

Bring all documents printed in a neat folder to every viewing.

Emphasize stability: permanent contract (unbefristeter Arbeitsvertrag), long
residence permit, intention to stay years.

Include a cover letter with a brief personal story — who you are, what you do, why you
like the apartment.

Get liability insurance (Haftpflichtversicherung) — cheap (~€5/mo) and signals
responsibility.

Use your professional title (Dr., Prof., Eng.) in correspondence if applicable.
Network relentlessly. Tell every colleague, acquaintance, and community contact you
are looking. Many apartments are passed through word of mouth.

Use the Nachmieter strategy: Find tenants leaving their apartments and seeking
replacements. Landlords are more receptive when recommended by current tenants.



Don't

e Don't be picky about location initially. The outer ring (Spandau, Marzahn, Lichtenberg)
has nice areas with good S-Bahn/U-Bahn connections and far less competition.
e Don't send all documents in the first message. Landlords see this as pushy or even

suspicious.

e Don't rely on a single platform. Cast the widest net possible.
e Don't skip viewings. Even if the apartment is not perfect, practice the process.
e Don't mention pets unless asked (landlords can be wary, though blanket pet bans are

legally void).

e Don't haggle on rent at the viewing stage. You have no leverage in this market.
e Don't pay anything before signing a contract and receiving keys.
e Don't give up. It is genuinely this hard for everyone, not just foreigners.

7. Common Scams & Red Flags

Berlin has one of Europe's highest rental fraud rates. Expats are disproportionately targeted
because of language barriers and desperation.

Scam Type

Absentee Landlord

Fake Listings

Data Harvesting

Viewing Fees

Fake Furnished Markup

Bribery by Tenants

How It Works

Claims to live abroad (London, Dubai,
etc.). Builds trust via email, then
requests deposit via wire transfer,
promising to mail keys.

Posts stolen photos of real
apartments at below-market rent.
Collects deposits from multiple
victims.

Creates professional-looking listings
to collect passports, salary slips, and
personal data for identity theft.

Charges money just to view an
apartment.

Claims apartment is "furnished" (a
few IKEA items) to charge inflated
rent and circumvent rent control.

Current tenant demands payment to
recommend you to the landlord.

Red Flags

Refuses video call or in-person
meeting. Only communicates by
email/chat.

Price too good to be true. Reverse
image search shows the photos
elsewhere.

Requests extensive documents before
any viewing.

Any upfront fee to see a property is a
scam or illegal.

Minimal furniture but high
Moblierungszuschlag.

Any request for money from a
departing tenant (distinct from legal
Ablose for furniture).



Non-Existent Property Shows an apartment that isn't theirs Cannot produce ownership
or is already occupied. Collects documents. Rushed process.
deposit and disappears.

Golden Rules to Avoid Scams

e NEVER pay before seeing the apartment in person and signing a contract.

e NEVER wire money via Western Union, TransferWise, or similar before having keys.
Always visit the property and meet the landlord/agent face-to-face.

Deposits go ONLY to a Mietkautionskonto (dedicated escrow account) at a German
bank, paid via bank transfer.

Google the landlord's name, email, and phone number. Reverse-image-search
property photos.

Watermark your documents (e.g., "For apartment application at [address] only")
before sending.

Since Oct 2015, tenants do NOT pay agent fees (Bestellerprinzip). If an agent asks
you to pay commission, it is illegal.

8. Tenant Rights in Berlin

Germany has some of the strongest tenant protections in Europe. Berlin is particularly tenant-
friendly.

Mietpreisbremse (Rent Brake)

e Caps new lease starting rent at 110% of the local comparative rent (ortsuibliche
Vergleichsmiete from the Mietspiegel).

e Berlin's entire city is designated as a tight housing market through December 31, 2029.

e Exceptions: new construction (first used after Oct 1, 2014), comprehensive
modernization, or if the previous tenant lawfully paid above-cap rent.

e Landlord must notify tenants before signing of any exception claimed. Missing this
notification voids the exception.

e Tenants can recover overpaid rent within 30 months of lease start.

e Berlin operates a free Mietpreisprufstelle (rent price review office) since March 2025.

e Use the FinanceMate Rent Cap Calculator to check if your rent is legal.

Kundigungsschutz (Eviction Protection)

e Landlords cannot terminate without valid legal grounds: Eigenbedarf (personal
use), persistent non-payment, serious contract violations.

e Notice periods: 3 months (tenancy <5 years), 6 months (5-8 years), 9 months (>8
years).


https://financemate.de/calculators/rent-cap-check

e Even with valid grounds, landlords must obtain court orders for eviction — a lengthy
process.
e Tenants facing hardship (age, illness, family) can object to eviction (Sozialklausel).

Rent Increases in Existing Leases

Type How It Works Limits

Vergleichsmiete Landlord raises rent to local Max 15-20% increase over any 3-
comparable level (must prove via year period (15% in tight markets like
Mietspiegel) Berlin)

Staffelmiete Pre-agreed graduated increases Increases must be specified in exact
written in contract amounts and dates at signing

Indexmiete Tied to Germany's Consumer Price Adjusted annually based on CPI
Index changes

Other Key Rights

¢ Mietminderung (Rent Reduction): You can reduce rent for serious unresolved issues
(broken heating, mold, water damage). Report issues in writing first.

e Kleinreparaturen (Minor Repairs): Tenants may cover small repairs up to €100-120 per
instance and ~8% of annual Kaltmiete total. Major repairs are always the landlord's
responsibility.

e Pets: Blanket pet bans are legally void. Small caged animals always permitted. Cats/dogs
require consent, which can only be refused for valid reasons.

e Nebenkostenabrechnung: Landlords must provide annual utility reconciliation. You
have 12 months to challenge it.

e Schonheitsreparaturen (Cosmetic Repairs): Courts have invalidated rigid clauses
requiring painting on fixed schedules. If you received the apartment unrenovated, you
generally cannot be required to renovate it on departure.

Join a Mieterverein (Tenant Association)

Membership costs €70-120/year and provides free legal consultation from tenancy law
specialists. They will review your contract before you sign and represent you in disputes. Highly

recommended. The Berliner Mieterverein is the largest with 190,000+ members.

9. Challenges for Expats & People
of Color


https://www.berliner-mieterverein.de

This section is important to include honestly. Berlin is often described as cosmopolitan and
tolerant, and in many ways it is — but the housing market reveals systemic issues.

Documented Discrimination

e Name-based filtering: Multiple studies and Reddit threads confirm that foreign-
sounding names receive significantly fewer responses to apartment inquiries. One Reddit
user reported dramatically different response rates when using a German-sounding hame
vs. their real foreign name for the same listings.

e Racial profiling: Reports from South Asian, East Asian, and Black residents describe
discrimination at viewings and in written responses. A 2024 Reddit thread specifically
documented increased discrimination against South Asians in Berlin's housing market.

e Visa uncertainty bias: Landlords may reject applicants with temporary residence
permits, fearing instability, even when the permit is renewable.

e Language discrimination: Non-German speakers receive fewer callbacks, regardless of
financial standing.

* "Knowing rights" penalty: Paradoxically, some landlords avoid tenants they perceive
as likely to assert tenant rights.

As a Filipino Expat Specifically

e Filipino names may be unfamiliar to German landlords, potentially leading to unconscious
bias in the screening process.

e Asian expats in Berlin report mixed experiences — less overt hostility than in some other
German cities, but subtle discrimination in housing remains common.

e A strong employment contract from a well-known company significantly mitigates bias.

e The Filipino community in Berlin is relatively small compared to other Asian communities,
so there is less community infrastructure for apartment referrals. However, connecting
with Filipino organizations in Berlin (Philippine Embassy events, Filipino community
groups on Facebook) can provide networking opportunities.

Strategies to Overcome Discrimination

e Lead with your professional profile — job title, company name, salary range — in your
first message.

e Write in German to signal integration.

e Apply to state-owned housing companies (Degewo, Gewobag, etc.) — they have
fairer, more standardized selection processes.

o Ask your employer for help. Many companies have relocation services or can write
support letters.

e Consider a German guarantor to add credibility to your application.



o Discrimination is illegal under the Allgemeines Gleichbehandlungsgesetz (AGG /
General Equal Treatment Act). If you experience overt discrimination, you can file

complaints with the Federal Anti-Discrimination Agency.

10. Alternative Approaches

Wohnungsgenossenschaften (Housing
Cooperatives)

Cooperatives offer some of Berlin's most affordable and stable housing. You become a member
(pay a share/deposit) and rent at below-market rates with strong tenure security.

e How to join: Apply for membership, pay a share (typically €500-3,000), then go on the
waiting list.

e Waiting times: Often years (3-10+ years is common). Apply as early as possible, even if
you don't need housing yet.

e Major cooperatives in Berlin: Berolina, WBG Zentrum, Berliner Bau- und
Wohnungsgenossenschaft von 1892, 1892 eG, Ideal eG, Markische Scholle.

e Advantages: Below-market rent, lifetime tenancy, democratic governance, strong
community.

e Foreigners welcome: Cooperatives generally do not discriminate based on nationality,
though German language helps for the application.

Wohnberechtigungsschein (WBS) —
Social Housing Certificate

A WBS entitles low-income residents to apply for subsidized social housing at significantly below-
market rates.

Household Size Max Annual Income (Berlin) Max Apartment Size
1 person €16,800 45 m?, 1 room
2 persons €25,200 60 m2, 2 rooms
3 persons €30,940 75 m?, 3 rooms
4 persons €36,680 85 m?, 3 rooms

Each additional +€5,740 +15 m?


https://www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.de

Each child +€700 extra —

Eligibility for foreigners: You must have a residence permit valid for more than one year.
Student and work visa holders qualify.

How to apply: Submit application (form BauWohn502) with income documentation at your local
Bezirksamt (district office). Processing takes 2-6 weeks. Valid for 1 year; reapply annually.

Note: WBS is valid only in Berlin (not in Brandenburg). Having a WBS does not guarantee an
apartment — you still need to search and apply.

Wohngeld (Housing Benefit)

If you earn too much for WBS but struggle with rent, you may qualify for Wohngeld — a monthly
housing subsidy. Apply at the Wohngeldstelle in your district.

Other Strategies

e Temporary-to-permanent path: Start with a furnished sublet (1-3 months) via
Wunderflats/HousingAnywhere to establish an address, get Anmeldung, build Schufa, and
search from within Berlin. This is the recommended approach for newcomers.

e Zwischenmiete (interim rental): Short-term sublets while permanent tenants are
traveling. Gives you time and a base to search.

e WG (shared apartment): Easier to enter than solo apartments. WG-Gesucht is the main
platform. Selection is more personal (personality fit) and less document-heavy.

e Nachmieter (successor tenant): Find people leaving their apartments and get their
recommendation to the landlord. Ask around in your networks.

e Coliving spaces: Companies like LifeX, Vonder, and Quarters offer furnished rooms in
shared apartments with all-inclusive pricing. Higher cost but zero bureaucracy.

o Company relocation services: If your employer offers relocation support, use it. Some
companies have reserved apartment pools or contracts with housing providers.

11. Typical Rent Ranges by District
(2026)

All figures are Kaltmiete (cold rent) per m? for unfurnished apartments. Actual asking rents on
portals; existing tenants in the same districts often pay significantly less due to rent controls on
existing leases.



District

Mitte

Friedrichshain-

Kreuzberg

Charlottenburg-

Wilmersdorf

Pankow (incl. Prenzlauer

Berg)

Tempelhof-Schoneberg

Steglitz-Zehlendorf

Neukolin

Treptow-Kopenick

Lichtenberg

Reinickendorf

Marzahn-Hellersdorf

Spandau

Asking Rent/m?

€18-22

€14-22

€16-20

€17-21

€15-20

€14-17

€12-15

€12-16

€11-16

€11-14

€10-14

€10-13

Character

Central, government
quarter, Alexanderplatz,
major cultural institutions

Hipster/startup hub,
nightlife, multicultural. Very
popular with expats.

West Berlin's traditional
center. Upscale,
established, good
infrastructure.

Family-friendly, bilingual
schools, cafes. Prenzlauer
Berg is most sought-after.

Mixed, some hip areas
(Schoneberg), some quieter
(Tempelhof). Good value.

Green, suburban feel.
Universities (FU Berlin).
Quieter, family-oriented.

Gentrifying rapidly.
Multicultural, vibrant. North
Neukolln trendy; south
more affordable.

Green, lakes, parks. S-Bahn
connected. Growing tech
presence (Adlershof).

East Berlin. Affordable,
improving infrastructure.
15-25% cheaper than
center.

Northern, residential. Tegel
area. Quiet, good transport
links.

East Berlin Plattenbauten.
Most affordable. Strong
growth (+14% YoY).
Improving rapidly.

Western edge. Historic old
town. Most affordable
district. Good S-Bahn links.

Competition

Extreme

Extreme

Very High

Very High

High

High

High

Moderate

Moderate

Lower

Lower

Lower

What Does a Typical Apartment Cost?

Apartment Type

Central Berlin

Outside Center



1-bedroom (40-50 m?) €1,100-1,400/mo Warmmiete €800-1,100/mo Warmmiete
2-bedroom (60-75 m?2) €1,400-1,900/mo €1,000-1,400/mo

3-bedroom (80-100 m2) €1,900-2,500/mo €1,400-1,900/mo
Furnished apartments cost approximately 60% more than unfurnished equivalents.

Value Strategy for Expats

Focus on districts along S-Bahn lines outside the Ringbahn (Lichtenberg, Treptow-Kopenick,
Marzahn-Hellersdorf, Spandau). These offer 30-50% lower rents with 20-35 minute commutes to

the center. Use TravelTime or Mapnificent Berlin to visualize commute isochrones.

12. Essential German Vocabulary

Listing Abbreviations

Abbr. Meaning
KM Kaltmiete (cold rent)
WM Warmmiete (warm rent)
NK Nebenkosten (utilities)
EBK Einbaukuche (fitted kitchen)
Blk Balkon (balcony)
DG Dachgeschoss (attic/top floor)
EG Erdgeschoss (ground floor)
AB Altbau (pre-war building)
NB Neubau (new construction)
Whg Wohnung (apartment)
Zi Zimmer (room)
WG Wohngemeinschaft (shared flat)
ren.-bed. renovierungsbedurftig (needs renovation)

Key Terms


https://app.traveltime.com
http://www.mapnificent.net/berlin

German
Anmeldung
Wohnungsgeberbestatigung
Kaution
Besichtigung
Hausverwaltung
Vermieter
Mieter
Ubergabeprotokoll
Nachmieter
Untermiete
Zwischenmiete
Mieterverein
Eigenbedarf

Mietspiegel

Sources

English

Address registration (mandatory)

Landlord confirmation for Anmeldung

Security deposit

Viewing appointment

Property management company
Landlord

Tenant

Handover protocol (move-in/out)
Successor tenant

Sublet

Interim/temporary rental
Tenant association

Landlord's personal use claim

Official rent index

All About Berlin — Find a Flat in Berlin (updated Mar 2026)
Settle in Berlin — The No-Stress Guide to Renting in Germany (Jul 2025)

Settle in Berlin — Find a Flat in Berlin (Aug 2025)
Relocate.me — Renting in Berlin: A Guide for Expats (Sep 2025)

GermanySo — A Guide for Renting an Apartment in Berlin (Mar 2024)

LyncMe — Decoding Your German Rental Contract (Nov 2025)

Remoters — Berlin Rentals (2025)

Guthmann Estate — Berlin Apartment Prices Q2 2026 (Jun 2026)
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FinanceMate — Berlin Rent Cap Check Calculator (Apr 2026)
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Lingoda — How to Rent a Flat in Germany (Apr 2026)
. GermanPedia — Rental Property Scams in Germany (Aug 2025)

=
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. GermanySo — Guide to WBS (Sep 2023)

=
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=
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. Handbook Germany — WBS: Affordable Flats (Oct 2025)
. All About Berlin — How to Get a Free Schufa (Feb 2026)


https://allaboutberlin.com/guides/find-a-flat-in-berlin
https://www.settle-in-berlin.com/rent-in-germany/
https://www.settle-in-berlin.com/find-a-flat-in-berlin-apartement/
https://relocate.me/blog/housing/renting-in-berlin/
https://germanyso.com/en/how-to-berlin/settle-down/find-apartment-for-rent/
https://www.lync.me/blog/142/decoding-german-rental-contract-mietvertrag
https://www.remoters.io/en/rentals/berlin
https://guthmann.estate/en/market-intelligence/berlin/apartments/
https://financemate.de/calculators/rent-cap-check
https://www.lingoda.com/blog/en/how-to-rent-a-flat-germany-expat-guide/
https://germanpedia.com/rental-scams-germany/
https://germanyso.com/en/how-to-berlin/settle-down/english-guide-to-wohnungsberechtigungschein-wbs-for-flat/
https://handbookgermany.de/en/live/wbs.html
https://allaboutberlin.com/guides/schufa

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Waitly — Find Apartment in Berlin Tips (Feb 2025)

Reddit r/berlin — Apartment Search with Foreign Name (Jul 2022)

Reddit r/berlinsocialclub — Discrimination Against South Asians (Jun 2024)

Berliner Morgenpost — Berlin Rent Trends (Mar 2026)

Crown Relocations — Moving to Germany from Philippines

Berliner Mieterverein (Tenant Association)

Research Journey

Date: June 6, 2026 | Method: SearXNG (bitmagnet-de, bitmagnet-nl, bitmagnet-lax) + WebFetch

Searches Performed

10.

11.

12.

13.

"unbefristeter Mietvertrag Berlin how to find" (bitmagnet-de) — 10 results, identified key
guides

"permanent apartment Berlin expat tips 2025 2026" (bitmagnet-lax) — server timeout,
retried on other nodes

"Berlin apartment search WG-Gesucht Immobilienscout24 tips" (bitmagnet-nl) — no
results returned

"Berlin Wohnungssuche tips foreigners discrimination" (bitmagnet-de) — 10 results, found
discrimination data

"Berlin apartment application documents Schufa foreigner" (bitmagnet-lax) — server
timeout

"Berlin Mietendeckel rental market tips 2025" (bitmagnet-nl) — 10 results, found rent cap
data

"Berlin apartment viewing Besichtigung tips reddit" (bitmagnet-de) — no output

"Berlin apartment scams red flags rental fraud" (bitmagnet-de) — no output initially
"Berlin Genossenschaft Sozialwohnung WBS alternative housing" (bitmagnet-de) — 10
results, found WBS guides

"Berlin rent prices by district Bezirk 2025 2026" (bitmagnet-nl) — 10 results, found
Guthmann market data

"Schufa Auskunft foreigner how to get Germany no history" (bitmagnet-de) — 10 results,
found Schufa guides

"Berlin tenant rights Mietpreisbremse Kundigungsschutz" (bitmagnet-nl) — 10 results,
found legal information

"Filipino expat Berlin housing apartment experience" (bitmagnet-de) — 10 results, found
Crown Relocation PH guide


https://waitly.eu/blog/find-apartment-in-berlin-tips-and-strategies
https://www.reddit.com/r/berlin/comments/vsjztr/apartment_search_experience_with_my_foreign_name/
https://www.reddit.com/r/berlinsocialclub/comments/1ddh0dh/increased_discrimination_against_south_asians_in/
https://www.morgenpost.de/incoming/article411601284/rents-in-berlin-only-rising-slightly-but-no-relief-in-sight.html
https://www.crownrelo.com/philippines/en-ph/moving-to/germany
https://www.berliner-mieterverein.de

14. "WBS Wohnberechtigungsschein Berlin how to apply foreigner" (bitmagnet-de) — 10
results, found eligibility details

15. "Berlin apartment scam warning signs fake listings 2024 2025" (bitmagnet-nl) — 10
results, found scam databases

16. "Berlin housing cooperative Genossenschaft how to join" (bitmagnet-de) — no output

17. "Berlin apartment discrimination people of color Asian" (bitmagnet-nl) — 10 results, found
discrimination threads

Pages Fetched & Analyzed

1. allaboutberlin.com/guides/find-a-flat-in-berlin — comprehensive platform guide,
documents, tips

settle-in-berlin.com/rent-in-germany — contract types, tenant rights, rent breakdown
relocate.me/blog/housing/renting-in-berlin — expat-focused guide, rent ranges,
Anmeldung

germanyso.com apartment guide — viewing tips, scam warnings, platform list
lync.me/blog/142 — detailed contract clause analysis (Mietvertrag deep dive)
handpickedberlin.com landlord tricks — HTTP 403, could not access
remoters.io/en/rentals/berlin — district price ranges

financemate.de rent cap calculator — Mietpreisbremse mechanics and exceptions
lingoda.com expat guide — Kundigungsschutz, Schufa alternatives, practical tips

10. guthmann.estate market intelligence — Q2 2026 district-level price data

11. allaboutberlin.com/guides/schufa — Schufa for foreigners, free vs paid

12. settle-in-berlin.com/find-a-flat — market overview, abbreviations, neighborhood strategy
13. waitly.eu apartment tips — strategies, timeline expectations

14. germanpedia.com rental scams — 8 scam types with protection strategies

15. germanyso.com WBS guide — eligibility, income limits, application process

16. handbookgermany.de WBS — national WBS requirements, flat size limits
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