Finding Temporary Housing
Before Moving

Executive Summary

Berlin's rental market is notoriously competitive. The standard strategy for expats—including
Filipinos—is to secure temporary furnished housing for 1-3 months upon arrival, use that
address to complete your Anmeldung (address registration), then search for permanent housing
from within the city. Furnished apartments cost roughly 60% more than regular rentals but
eliminate paperwork barriers (no SCHUFA credit score, no German payslips required). Budget
€700-€1,600/month for temporary housing depending on type and location.
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1. Platforms & Websites for Finding
Temporary Housing



Dedicated Furnished / Short-Term

Platforms

Platform

HousingAnywhere

Wunderflats

Spotahome

Coming Home

ASAP Living

FarAwayHome

tempoFLAT

Nestpick

Blueground

FlatHunt

Flatio

urbanbnb

Anmeldung?

Yes

Yes

Yes (check listing)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Varies

Yes

Yes

Varies

Varies

SCHUFA?

Not required

Not required

Not required

Not required

Not required

Not required

Not required

Not required

Not required

Not required

Not required

Not required

Notes

Most reliable; landlords
verified; payment held until
move-in. Recommended by
allaboutberlin.com

Large inventory but watch
for scams—multiple
reports of fake listings

Verified landlords; deposits
sometimes waived

Established Berlin-focused
agency since 1993;
personal service

140+ apartments; all-
inclusive from €900/mo;
multilingual team
(EN/DE/ES/TR); 6-24 month
stays

Transition housing for
corporate relocations;
flexible terms

Personal portal for Wohnen
auf Zeit (temporary living)

Aggregator; 8,500+ listings
starting from €410/mo

Premium serviced
apartments; higher price
point

Aggregator with automated
alerts; filters by
Anmeldung-friendly

Mostly deposit-free; popular
with digital nomads

Furnished from 1 month;
temporary living focus


https://housinganywhere.com
https://wunderflats.com
https://www.spotahome.com
https://www.coming-home.com/en/
https://www.asapliving.de/expat-apartments
https://www.farawayhome.com/en/berlin/expat-relocation-guide
https://www.tempoflat.de/moeblierte-wohnungen/berlin/
https://www.nestpick.com/berlin/
https://www.theblueground.com/furnished-apartments-berlin-de
https://flat-hunt.com/berlin/expat-apartments/
https://www.flatio.com
https://www.urbanbnb.de/en/page/berlin

General Housing Platforms (Also Have
Temporary Listings)

Platform

WG-Gesucht

ImmobilienScout24

Kleinanzeigen (formerly eBay
Kleinanzeigen)

meinestadt.de

Best For

WG rooms, Zwischenmiete

Zwischenmiete, furnished

Budget WG rooms, Zwischenmiete

Wohnen auf Zeit

Notes

Germany's largest flatshare platform;
filter for "befristet" (temporary). Free
to post search requests.

Dominant German portal; has a
dedicated Zwischenmiete section

Cheaper than dedicated platforms but
higher scam risk; classifieds format

Regional portal with temporary
housing section

Hostel / Coliving / Budget Options

Option

NEOHOSTEL Berlin

The Social Hub

Coliving.com listings

Airbnb (monthly stays)

Important

Monthly Rate

From €23/night (dorm), €50/night
(private)

Special rates for 14+ / 30+ nights

€700-€1,000/mo

€1,000-€1,600/mo

Notes

Discounted rates for 14+ night stays

Hotel-style with coworking; Berlin
Mitte location

Habyt, Quarters, Vonder, Urban
Campus; bills included; min 6 months
typical

Significant monthly discounts
available; Anmeldung usually NOT
possible

Airbnb generally does NOT allow Anmeldung. If your primary need is to register your address
(which it almost certainly is), prioritize platforms that explicitly allow it. Always confirm before

booking.

2. Types of Temporary Housing


https://www.wg-gesucht.de/en/
https://www.immobilienscout24.de/wohnen/zwischenmiete.html
https://www.kleinanzeigen.de/s-auf-zeit-wg/berlin/zwischenmiete/k0c199l3331
https://www.meinestadt.de/berlin/immobilien/wohnen-auf-zeit
https://neohostel.com/en
https://www.thesocialhub.co/berlin-mitte/extended-stay/
https://coliving.com/berlin

Zwischenmiete (Interim Rent / Sublet)

Literally "between rent"—you take over someone's apartment while they're away (traveling,
sabbatical, etc.). The original tenant remains on the lease and returns when the period ends.

Duration: Typically 1-6 months

Cost: Often the same as the original rent, sometimes slightly higher

Pros: Cheapest option; often in desirable neighborhoods; usually furnished

Cons: Fixed end date; landlord consent legally required (BGB §540, 553); some subletters
don't provide Wohnungsgeberbestatigung for Anmeldung

e Where to find: WG-Gesucht, Kleinanzeigen, Facebook groups, ImmobilienScout24

Moblierte Wohnung auf Zeit (Furnished
Apartment, Time-Limited)

Professionally furnished apartments rented through agencies or platforms. All-inclusive with
furniture, Wi-Fi, utilities, and kitchen equipment.

e Duration: 1-24 months

e Cost: €900-€1,800/mo for a studio or 1-bedroom (approximately 60% premium over
unfurnished)

e Pros: Move-in ready; Anmeldung almost always possible; no SCHUFA needed; can book
from abroad

e Cons: Significantly more expensive than regular rent; limited personalization

e Where to find: Wunderflats, HousingAnywhere, Coming Home, ASAP Living, Spotahome,
FarAwayHome

WG-Zimmer (Shared Flat Room)

Rent a room in a shared apartment (Wohngemeinschaft). Common spaces (kitchen, bathroom,
living room) are shared with flatmates.

Duration: Flexible; some offer month-to-month

Cost: €400-€800/mo depending on size and neighborhood

Pros: Most affordable option; instant social network; good for learning about Berlin
Cons: WG "casting" can feel like a job interview; some WGs discriminate based on
nationality/gender; Anmeldung depends on main tenant

Where to find: WG-Gesucht, Kleinanzeigen, Facebook groups



Coliving Spaces

Modern shared living concepts with private rooms and communal areas, often including coworking
spaces and community events.

Duration: Usually 64+ months minimum

Cost: €700-€1,000/mo, bills included

Pros: All-inclusive; community; often Anmeldung-friendly; no SCHUFA needed
Cons: Long minimum stays; less privacy; can feel institutional

Providers: Habyt, Quarters, Vonder, Urban Campus, The Base

Hostels & Extended-Stay Hotels

Budget option for the first days or weeks while searching for something better.

Duration: Days to a few weeks (some offer monthly rates)

Cost: €23-€50/night (dorm/private); ~€100/night for serviced apartments near city center
Pros: No commitment; immediate availability; good landing pad

Cons: Expensive long-term; no Anmeldung; no privacy (dorms); no kitchen in most

3. Costs & Price Ranges

Accommodation Type Monthly Cost Includes Utilities? Deposit?
Hostel (dorm bed) €700-€1,000 Yes No
Hostel (private room) €1,200-€1,500 Yes No
WG room (Zwischenmiete) €400-€800 Usually warm 0-2 months
Coliving (private room) €700-€1,000 Yes Varies
Furnished studio/1BR €900-€1,500 Usually yes 0-2 months
(agency)
Furnished 2BR (agency) €1,300-€1,700 Usually yes 1-2 months
Airbnb (monthly) €1,000-€1,600 Yes Varies
Serviced apartment €1,600-€2,500+ Yes Varies

(premium)



For Reference: Permanent Rental Costs In
Berlin (2026)

Type Central Districts Outer Districts
1-bedroom unfurnished €1,250-€1,500/mo €900-€1,200/mo
3-bedroom unfurnished €2,000-€2,800/mo €1,400-€2,000/mo

Budget Tip

For the most affordable temporary option, look for WG rooms via Zwischenmiete on
Kleinanzeigen or Facebook groups. These are significantly cheaper than furnished apartment
agencies. A room in Neukdlln or Wedding can be found for €400-€600/mo.

4. The Anmeldung: Why It Matters

Critical

The Anmeldung (address registration) is the single most important bureaucratic step when arriving
in Berlin. Without it, you cannot: open a German bank account, get a tax ID, apply for a residence
permit, sign a phone contract, or enroll children in school.

Requirements

e Deadline: Within 14 days of moving in (fines up to €1,000 for late registration, though
rarely enforced for short delays)
e Documents needed:
o Valid passport or ID
o Completed Anmeldeformular (registration form)
o Wohnungsgeberbestatigung — a landlord confirmation form (this is the critical
document; your landlord/host must sign it)
e Where: Any Bidrgeramt (citizens' registration office) in Berlin; ~80 locations

e Appointment: Book via service.berlin.de — slots are released each morning and

disappear within minutes. Be persistent.
e Result: You receive a Meldebescheinigung (registration certificate)

Warning

Always verify that your temporary housing allows Anmeldung BEFORE booking. Airbnb
hosts and some subletters will not provide the Wohnungsgeberbestatigung. This creates a
bureaucratic deadlock: no registration - no bank account - no residence permit -» no permanent
apartment. All the dedicated platforms listed above (HousingAnywhere, Wunderflats, ASAP Living,


https://service.berlin.de

etc.) generally support Anmeldung, but always confirm with the specific listing.

5. Scams & Warnings

Berlin has one of Europe's highest rental fraud rates. Expats are prime targets because of language

barriers, urgency, and unfamiliarity with the market.

Common Scam Types

Scam Type

Fake Listings

"Landlord Abroad"

Upfront Payment Demands

lllegal Viewing Fees

Data Harvesting

Contract Manipulation

How It Works

Scammer copies photos from
legitimate listings, posts at below-
market prices, collects deposits,
disappears

Claims to be overseas, can't show the
apartment in person, sends keys early
to build trust, then requests deposit

Requests deposit or first month's rent
before any viewing or contract signing

Charges a fee just to view the
apartment

Fake listing requests passport copies,
salary slips, etc. for "identity
verification" — actually for identity
theft

Apartment advertised as "furnished"
arrives empty; inflated prices justified
by phantom amenities

How to Protect Yourself

Golden Rules

Red Flags

Price too good to be true; photos
appear on multiple listings; reverse
image search matches other sites

Cannot meet in person;
communicates only via messaging
apps; wants payment before viewing

Any request for money before you
have seen the place AND signed a
contract

It is illegal in Germany for a landlord
or tenant to charge viewing fees

Requesting extensive personal
documents before any viewing

Vague contract language; no
inventory list; refuses pre-signing
walk-through

1. NEVER send money before seeing the apartment in person (or at minimum a live
video call) AND signing a contract
2. NEVER pay in cash — always use bank transfer for a paper trail

w

Do a reverse image search on listing photos (Google Images, TinEye)

4. Cross-check the price against Berlin's Mietspiegel (rent index) — if it's significantly
below market, it's likely a scam
5. Verify the landlord's identity — ask for ID; check if the name matches the building's

doorbell/mailbox



6. Never share passport or salary documents before deciding to rent and meeting the
landlord

7. Use platforms with payment protection (HousingAnywhere, Spotahome) that hold
payment until you move in

Pro Tip
Join a Mieterverein (tenant association) for €80-€120/year. They provide legal advice, contract

review, and representation if things go wrong. The Berliner Mieterverein is the largest in Berlin.
Some offer multilingual support.

6. Advice for Filipino Expats

Visa & Residence Permit

Filipino citizens need a National Visa (D Visa) before entering Germany for stays exceeding 90

days. Apply at the German Embassy in Manila.

Visa Type Requirements Key Details
EU Blue Card Recognized degree + minimum Up to 4 years; fastest path to
€50,700/year salary permanent residence (21-27 months)
Skilled Worker Visa Qualified professional with job offer Requires Federal Employment Agency
approval
Job Seeker Visa Recognized degree 6-month stay to find employment;

cannot work during this period

Family Reunion Spouse/child of German resident Spouse must demonstrate basic
German (Al level)

Important: Your passport must be valid for at least 3 months beyond your planned departure
date, with 2 blank pages. Apply as early as possible — German immigration offices must approve
national visa applications, and this takes time. New appointment slots at the Manila embassy
appear daily.

Housing Discrimination: Reality &
Protections

Housing discrimination against foreign nationals in Germany is real and documented:


https://www.berliner-mieterverein.de/
https://manila.diplo.de

e A 2025 study found approximately 15% of all people in Germany have experienced
housing discrimination

e Foreign nationals face inflated rent demands, denied viewings based on name/origin,
and offensive behavior from landlords

e Advertising a flat for just one nationality is illegal discrimination

Legal Protections

e General Equal Treatment Act (AGG) — prohibits discrimination based on origin,
language, religion

e Basic Law Article 3 — equality before the law

e Fair mieten - Fair wohnen — free counseling for housing discrimination in Berlin:

fachstelle@fairmieten-fairwohnen.de / +49 30 62731668

e Berlin Anti-Discrimination Office (Willkommenszentrum) — free support including

complaint letters, mediation, court assistance

Practical Tips to Navigate Bias

e Use platforms with payment protection (HousingAnywhere, Spotahome) where landlords
are vetted and cannot reject you based on name alone

e Prepare a strong application package: work contract, proof of income (3 months payslips),
employer reference letter, brief personal introduction

e When writing to landlords on WG-Gesucht or Kleinanzeigen, write in German (use
DeeplL/ChatGPT to translate) — German-language messages get significantly more
responses

e Mention your profession, employer, and that you're relocating for work — this signals
stability

e If you experience discrimination, document everything (screenshots, emails,
timestamps) and contact Fair mieten - Fair wohnen

Filipino-Specific Bureaucracy Tips

From Filipino expats in Germany

e The Philippine Embassy in Berlin (@PHinGermany on Facebook) regularly holds

seminars on worker rights, tax, and insurance for Filipino migrants

e The Migrant Workers Office (MWO) in Berlin provides free seminars on German labor
laws, taxation, and insurance for Filipino migrant workers

e Coming to Germany as a university graduate with a job offer (Blue Card) is the
smoothest path; you get fast-tracked for permanent residence


mailto:fachstelle@fairmieten-fairwohnen.de
https://willkommenszentrum.berlin.de/en/anti-discrimination/discrimination-housing-market
https://www.facebook.com/PHinGermany

e Filipino community in Germany is generally described as welcoming and supportive —
connect early through Facebook groups (see below)
e Learn basic German before arriving — even A1/A2 level significantly helps with housing

search, bureaucracy, and social integration

e The Goethe-Institut in Manila offers German language courses and publishes a guide

for Filipino migrants: JUANO1 Guide to Germany (PDF)

7. Facebook Groups & Community

Resources

Filipino Community Groups

Group

Berlin for Filipinos

Filipino in Berlin

Filipinos in Germany

Philippine Embassy in Germany (Page)

Filipino Community Organizations Directory

Focus

Settling-in tips, meetups, flat hunting, bureaucracy help,
language tandems — Berlin-specific

Connecting Filipinos living in Berlin; social meetups,
mutual support

Nationwide group for cultural sharing and community
support

Official updates, consular services, worker rights seminars

Embassy-maintained directory of all Filipino organizations
in Germany

Berlin Housing Groups

Group

Zwischenmiete WG & Wohnungen Berlin

Berlin Apartments / Rooms / Sublets (search on Facebook)

r/berlin & r/askberliners

r/phmigrate

Focus

Commission-free sublets and WG rooms in Berlin; German-
language

Multiple large English-language groups; search "Berlin
apartments" on Facebook

Active English-language communities; housing advice
threads posted regularly

Filipino migration community on Reddit; Germany-specific
threads available


https://www.goethe.de/resources/files/pdf347/amif-v4.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/639662367578382/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/796598241160280/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/filipinosingermany/
https://www.facebook.com/PHinGermany
https://philippine-embassy.de/directory-of-filipino-community-organizations-in-germany/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1297165096965859/
https://www.reddit.com/r/berlin/
https://www.reddit.com/r/askberliners/
https://www.reddit.com/r/phmigrate/

8. Recommended Strategy &
Timeline

Before Departure (2-3 Months Out)

1.
2.

Secure your visa — apply at the German Embassy Manila as early as possible

Book temporary furnished housing for 1-3 months via HousingAnywhere, ASAP
Living, or Coming Home. Confirm Anmeldung is allowed. Budget €900-€1,500/mo.
Prepare your rental application package: passport copy, work contract, employer
reference letter, last 3 payslips (or offer letter with salary), brief personal introduction in
German

. Join Facebook groups (Berlin for Filipinos, Zwischenmiete groups) and start monitoring

listings

. Start learning German if you haven't already — even basic phrases help enormously

First Week in Berlin

. Do your Anmeldung — book a Blirgeramt appointment immediately (or even before

arrival via service.berlin.de). Get your Wohnungsgeberbestatigung from your landlord.
Open a German bank account (N26 or Commerzbank can be done same-day with
Meldebescheinigung)

. Get a German SIM card (you need a registered address for this)

Request your SCHUFA — free once per year via meineschufa.de (takes 1-4 weeks) or

pay €29.95 for instant access

Weeks 2-8: Permanent Housing Search

P wWwhH

Set up alerts on ImmobilienScout24, WG-Gesucht, and Immowelt for your criteria
Respond to listings within minutes — Berlin's market moves fast. Write in German.
Attend viewings with your complete document package ready

Be flexible on neighborhood — outer districts (Wedding, Neuk®dlin, Lichtenberg, Marzahn)
offer better availability and lower prices

Consider a Mieterverein membership for contract review and legal advice

Key Insight from Expats
"The usual recommendation is to book a temporary apartment for your first six months, then with
calm you can start looking for something permanent." Don't rush into a bad permanent lease. The


https://www.meineschufa.de

temporary housing premium is worth the peace of mind.

9. Sources

All About Berlin — How to find an apartment in Berlin (updated March 2026)

All About Berlin — The Anmeldung

FarAwayHome — Complete Expat & Relocation Guide 2026

Expatica — Short-term rentals for expats in Germany

Berlin Startup Jobs — Guide to Housing and Accommodation

GermanPedia — Rental Property Scams in Germany

Live in Germany — Avoiding Rental Scams for Expats 2026

FlatHunt — Expat Apartments Berlin 2026
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FlatHunt — Anmeldung in Berlin for Expats 2026
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ASAP Living — Expat Apartments Berlin
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. Berlin Willkommenszentrum — Discrimination in the Housing Market

=
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. InfoMigrants — Higher rent for foreign nationals in Germany (May 2025)

=
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. Federal Anti-Discrimination Agency — Housing Market

=
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. German Embassy Manila — Visa FAQ

=
Ul

. Philippine Embassy — Filipino Community Organizations Directory

=
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. Goethe-Institut — JUANO1 Guide to Germany (PDF)

=
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. Holafly — Accommodation in Berlin for Long-Term Stays

=
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. Reddit: r/berlin, r/germany, r/askberliners, r/phmigrate — multiple threads (2022-2026)
. Facebook Groups: Berlin for Filipinos, Zwischenmiete WG & Wohnungen Berlin

=
O

10. Research Journey

Searches Conducted

10 distinct searches were run across 3 SearXNG servers (bitmagnet-de, bitmagnet-nl, bitmagnet-
lax):

1. temporary housing Berlin expat moving (bitmagnet-lax, bitmagnet-de)


https://allaboutberlin.com/guides/find-a-flat-in-berlin
https://allaboutberlin.com/guides/anmeldung-in-english-berlin
https://www.farawayhome.com/en/berlin/expat-relocation-guide
https://www.expatica.com/de/housing/renting/short-term-rentals-germany-506897/
https://berlinstartupjobs.com/moving-to-berlin/housing-accomodation-in-berlin/
https://germanpedia.com/rental-scams-germany/
https://liveingermany.de/renting-scams-germany/
https://flat-hunt.com/berlin/expat-apartments/
https://flat-hunt.com/blog/anmeldung-for-expats-in-berlin/
https://www.asapliving.de/expat-apartments
https://willkommenszentrum.berlin.de/en/anti-discrimination/discrimination-housing-market
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/64697/study-higher-rent-for-foreign-nationals-in-germany
https://www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.de/EN/about-discrimination/areas-of-life/daily-business/housing-market/housing-market.html
https://manila.diplo.de/ph-en/service/visa/2735728-2735728
https://philippine-embassy.de/directory-of-filipino-community-organizations-in-germany/
https://www.goethe.de/resources/files/pdf347/amif-v4.pdf
https://esim.holafly.com/trip-planning/accommodation-berlin-long-term-stays/
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10.
11.
12.

furnished apartment Berlin short term rental (bitmagnet-nl)

Zwischenmiete Berlin how to find (bitmagnet-de) — 14 results

wg-gesucht temporary apartment Berlin (bitmagnet-lax)

Berlin temporary accommodation expats tips reddit (bitmagnet-nl) — 10 results with strong
Reddit coverage

Filipino expat Berlin housing discrimination tips (bitmagnet-de) — found Filipino
community groups, discrimination resources

Berlin Anmeldung temporary address registration expat (bitmagnet-nl) — Anmeldung guide
sources

Berlin apartment scam warning how to avoid 2024 2025 (bitmagnet-de) — scam
documentation

Filipino community Berlin Germany Facebook group (bitmagnet-nl) — community resources
Berlin furnished apartment price per month 2025 2026 (bitmagnet-de)

Berlin hostel coliving monthly rate long stay (bitmagnet-nl) — budget options & pricing
Filipinos Berlin Germany visa residence permit housing (bitmagnet-de) — visa pathways

Pages Fetched & Analyzed

9 full pages were fetched via WebFetch for detailed extraction:

allaboutberlin.com — comprehensive apartment finding guide (primary source for
platform comparison)

expatica.com — short-term rental overview

germanpedia.com — rental scam types

liveingermany.de — scam prevention for expats

flat-hunt.com — expat apartment specifics

farawayhome.com — relocation guide with cost data
asapliving.de — pricing and service details
willkommenszentrum.berlin.de — anti-discrimination resources
manila.diplo.de — visa requirements for Filipino nationals
holafly/esim — accommodation pricing data

Key Decision Points

e Reddit pages could not be fetched directly (blocked); relied on search snippet data from

SearXNG results which included substantial comment excerpts

e InfoMigrants discrimination study returned 403; used search snippet data and cross-

referenced with Willkommenszentrum and Federal Anti-Discrimination Agency sources

e Pricing data was triangulated across multiple sources (allaboutberlin, farawayhome,

asapliving, holafly, nestpick) to establish reliable ranges
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